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ClimateAction .........
Weeds - our new garden heroes

fhero plants, one of the

new names for weeds,

plusinsects, birds and

hedgehogs could speak,
how manymarks out of 10
would they give us for the way
we care for their homes -our
gardens?

For one couple, Mary and
Bill (not their real names) it
would be a resounding 10 out
of10.

Growing up, Mary lived in
the country. Her family grew
alot of their food, particularly
herbs. They lived near a farm
and people in the village helped
with lambing, haymaking and
picking crops. One farm grew
blackeurrants for Ribena that

peopleused to help pickand be

paid for.
When Mary and Bill retired,
theylived on anarrowboat in

France, exploring life on the
water. Amajor stroke for Bill
broughtthesetravelstoanend
and with their cat,areturntoa
house and a medium sized gar-
deninthe UK.

Withthe serious and worry-
ing decline in insect life, a wild
garden or corner, is something
everyone with a garden, can
provide and it would be amaz-
ingiflots of us allowed thisin
our gardens, however small
and however much it goes
against thegrain!

Maryhasnotjust hada
corner. Her whole garden is
amanaged wild oneand she
lovesit. She hasdifferent zones
for each group of insects and
mini beasts. The ditch by the
back of the houseisthe hedge-
hog highway, and Mary and Bill
hear the creatures snuffling

along on their foraging jour-
neys. Thankfully their neigh-
bours have tunnel shaped holes
in their fences for the hedge-
hogs to travel through, toeat a
good meal. Any hoglets foundin
October, are taken to the won-
derful Wildlife Hospital in Kib-
worth to survive winter.

A zone near the house con-
tains herbs for cooking and just
for the pleasure of them too,
such as sage, thyme, bay leaf

Howmany marks
outof 10 would
ahedgehoggive
you for the way
youlookafter
yourgarden?

androsemary, lovage, oregano,
lemon balm, borage - the flow-
erslook pretty in a salad and
are edible —salad burnet, dan-
delions, nettles. Wild straw-
berries just appeared and are
shared with the birds particu-
larly blackbirds.

Liquid from the wormery
feeds the plantsin pots—inpots
to protect them from would be
footballers and rugby players.
Family visitors are still capa-
ble of random ballslanding
onaplant. They have thistles
for theirlovely flowers which
awhole variety of bees like, as
wellasmoths and butterflies
too. The brambles are kept in
another area for the blackbirds
especially.

Thereisasmall, shaded
pond in a container, with lots
of stones for the frogs, who like

cover, and which keeps them
cool. They feed on the insects
that come to the waterin the
evening. The garden hasnever
had a problem with greenfly be-
cause ants and ladybirds enjoy
them. The second larger pond
isfor caddisflies and reeds,
forming a sort of mini wetland.

There are mini beasts such
asmice, bats flying overhead
and feeding on insects at dusk
and during the night, and many
varieties of birds.

In the autumn, Mary will
plant yellow rattle because they
wrap around the grassroots
and inhibit growth and thin the
grass. The aim isto have agrass
area and a meadow for grass-
hoppersin particular.

Mary and Bill get theiren-
Jjoyment from watching all this

activity.




